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The Nursery at Christ Church is a warm, loving, and happy place where infants and toddlers can safely explore their world and enjoy themselves. Nursery care is provided for infants and toddlers (ages 6 weeks – 3 years) for all church services and many church-wide events and activities. The nursery will open at least15 minutes prior to the beginning of a church service or function and will close 15 minutes after the event is over. 

Nurseries are located in the Music and Education building which is located on the corner of Belmont & Palafox Streets. It is accessible from the back parking lot, through the butterfly garden or from the Sanctuary by following the posted signs. There are three rooms that are divided as follows:

Room 1 – Infant Nursery for Creepers & Crawlers – for infants beginning at six weeks until after their first birthday or when they begin walking. Walkers under the age of one should remain in Room 1 until their first birthday.
Room 2 – Infant Nursery for Walkers & Talkers – when babies begin walking, they should move to room 2 and remain there until they are 2 ½ years old.
Room 3 – Toddler Nursery for Movers & Shakers - ages 30 months – 3 years – children can remain in this room until their fourth birthday when they should begin attending the opening of the service with their parents and then follow the cross Children’s Chapel at the time noted in the weekly bulletin.
Supervision

During each service our nursery is supervised by a paid coordinator who oversees three paid nursery workers and three volunteers. Paid nursery workers must be at least 18 years of age and will be trained in current infant and child CPR / First Aid. Each worker has completed an application, background check and has references on file with the church. All have been trained in nursery procedures. 

Check-in Procedures

In order to provide the best experience for baby and parent alike, we have developed a procedure for checking children in. 

· Parents should always sign their child in by using the three-part label system in the hallway.  Please include the child’s name, parent’s names, allergies, and special instructions.  Put a name tag on your child’s back and on his/her diaper bag. Keep the third section of the label with you and return it to the nursery when you pick up your child. The child can ONLY be released to an ADULT with the corresponding number on their label portion. 
· Parents may borrow a pager from the check-in desk when dropping off their child in the nurseries. Parents will be notified if a child continues to cry for more than 10 minutes or of any other immediate needs arise during the service.  

Supplies

Children staying in the nursery, if in diapers, should bring a labeled diaper and wipes. Please prepare formula ahead of time.  A change of clothing, even for older children, is a good idea.  We ask that pacifiers be on a clip that can attach to the child’s clothing. Please mark all belongings and bring them in a diaper bag. If your child needs a drink, please label the bottle or sippy cup This will avoid sharing of drinks (and germs).  If your child is not using the cup, it will be placed out of reach of other children.

 

Please do not bring toys from home to the nursery.  

Health & Safety
· The nursery rooms are regularly inspected to remove or correct any dangerous elements and a fire plan for all rooms has been developed.
· Rooms are equipped with age-appropriate toys, books, furniture and equipment. Floors are regularly checked for choking hazards and toys, cribs, tables and other equipment are sterilized each week. Crib sheets are changed for each child.

· Sanitary diaper changing guidelines have been established and are posted at each changing station.

· For the protection of all our children, sick children will not be allowed to stay in the nursery.  (A sick child is defined as one with a fever, a persistent cough, diarrhea, mucous or redness of the eyes, runny nose that is not clear, rash on face, trunk, or limbs, a communicable disease, or any vomiting. The child must be symptom- and fever-free for 24 hours before attending the Nursery). Please let a nursery worker or Education Director know if your pediatrician has confirmed your child has a condition such as asthma or an allergy that imitates symptoms of communicable diseases. If a child becomes ill during the service, he or she will be lovingly cared for in an isolated area until their parents can be alerted to come get them. 

We consider every baby a blessing and it is our desire to serve the needs of you and your child as best we can. We attempt to provide a comfortable environment so that each child may feel happy and loved. The seeds of later trust in God are rooted in an early positive experience at church. If you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Jenni Boyden or Kerry Hual in the church office at 432-5115 or via e-mail at chedchildren@christ-church.net
